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Substation Relocation - Reducing Runway 
Possession Time at Manchester Airport

The Manchester Airport Transformation Programme (MAN – TP) is a £1bn project set to 
transform the UK’s third largest airport. It will see Terminal 2 more than double in size 
and, on the airfield, work will be carried out to maximise the potential of Manchester’s 
existing two runways and taxiways will be remodelled to accommodate the world’s 
largest aircraft. 

Brief
 
The existing taxiway had to be modified to enable smoother aircraft flow and 
to allow for larger aircraft. This required a major relocation of an electrical 
substation. This particular substation, located in the middle of a taxiway, meant 
aircraft were only able to move one in, one out, creating a bottleneck which 
required planes to wait for others to taxi through. 

ULTIMA Connect Chambers - Reducing Runway Possession Time

Moving a substation on a live airfield generated countless issues, airfield 
possession time and construction time being 2 of them. Cubis ULTIMA  
Connect chambers were specified because of their strength and ability 
to save significant time during construction. 

In total, twelve chambers of the following dimensions 3000mm x 
3000mm, 2000mm x 2000mm and 1000mm x 1000mm, all at a depth 
of three meters, supplied with F900 covers, were specified and 
installed. 

The modular chambers were delivered flat pack to the taxiway and 
assembled and installed by the UK Power Network Services team 
during the night, significantly reducing runway possession time.

To find out more about how the Cubis range of network access 
products can help with your next major infrastructure project, 
please visit www.cubis-systems.com 
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Driven by Innovation
Innovation is the engine that has driven Cubis Systems to its position 
as global leader in the design and manufacture of access chambers 
and cable ducting systems.  

Inspired by innovation, we have developed quality products that 
replace traditional construction materials like bricks and concrete. 
Our lightweight plastics, incorporating intelligent design features, 
are used in the construction of infrastructure networks for the rail, 
telecoms, water, construction and power markets worldwide. Cubis 
products can be installed much faster than traditional methods and 
therefore save our customers both time and money. 

Cubis manufactures the preformed STAKKAbox™ network access 
chamber systems, the AX-S™ access covers range, a MULTIduct™ 
multiple duct system and the PROtrough cable troughing system at 
sites throughout the UK and Ireland. These innovative products are 
exported to more than 25 countries throughout the world.  

At Cubis we are committed to ongoing innovation and dedicated 
to delivering absolute product quality, detailed technical customer 
support and the highest levels of customer satisfaction. 


